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SHIRE OF DALWALLINU — POPULATION GROWTH 

Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.53 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the foresight 
and efforts of the Shire of Dalwallinu in reversing a declining population in the region. The town of Dalwallinu 
is located 260 kilometres north east of Perth and is the centre for a shire that spans more than 
7 100 square kilometres. Wheat has been grown in this district for more than 100 years, and as the size of 
individual farms increases and farmers move to larger machinery, the shire’s population and the other towns 
within it such as Kalannie, Wubin, Buntine and Pithara have suffered. 

Buntine farmer Stuart McAlpine wanted to reverse that trend and five years ago instigated the regional 
repopulation pilot program. This program has successfully seen the Shire of Dalwallinu buck the general trend in 
the wheatbelt and record an increase in population of 15 per cent. Mr McAlpine could see the negative effect of 
small towns losing people to larger centres. Facilities such as hospitals and schools are under-utilised, sporting 
teams and clubs suffer, and volunteers are difficult to find. In 2011, the Dalwallinu shire actively canvassed 
feedback from local businesses to identify job vacancies for skilled and unskilled positions in the town’s light 
manufacturing sector, which services the agricultural and mining industries. Holders of 457 visas were sought to 
fill these roles and help was provided with housing and school enrolments. Residents have come from Turkey, 
Korea, China, the Philippines, Ireland and England. Some 200 newcomers to the town have participated in 
English classes. Rural outreach officers have helped ease the transition for those new to town and assistance has 
been provided with efforts to attain Australian citizenship. 
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